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“It is not the consciousness of men that determines their existence, but...social
existence (that) determines their consciousness.”

Karl Marx, Critique of Political Economy, 1859

"Consciousness precedes being, and not the other way around...”
Vaclav Havel in his address to a joint meeting
of the U.S. Congress, 1990

The swimming pool-- a confined man-made environment-- is a peculiarly late-20th-
Century response to the Western ideal of freedom found in wide open spaces. It has become
our place to dream.

In this exhibition nine artists explore the metaphysical terrain of the pool as a vehicle
for the descent into self, into that place where "consciousness precedes being.” For it is in
man's primordial connection to the essential element of water that sex and spirit coexist--
and memory mingles with dream. But it is also in man's nature for desire to exist. Here
artists address the inherent danger of the object itself becoming the dream.

Nancy Jones, New York

«He co3nanne moneii onpenenser ObITHe, a ... coUHaNbHOE OBITHE ONpeaendeT CO3HAHHEN.
4 Kapn Mapkc, « KpHTHKa noauTIKoHOMHH», 1859
«Co3HaHHe npelecTByeT OBITHIO, a8 He HaobopoOT...»
Baunae Xaeen B peun nepen Konrpeccom CLIA, 1990
BacceilH — 3aKpbiTas cpela, CO3/aHHAA YeJOBEKOM — 3TO XapakTepHbIit 1A KoHua 20-ro Beka OTKJIHK
Ha 3anaaHbiii uaean ceobonsl, o6peTaeMoil B IMPOKOM, OTKPBITOM NpocTpaHcTse. bacceiin cTan MecToM,
rae Mbl NMpeaaeMca MeYTaM.
HacTos1as BLICTABKA NPENCTABISET paboThl AEBATH XYIOAKHHKOB, HCCIIEAYIOWHNX MeTaQH3HUECKYIO TepPH-
Topuio GacceiiHa kKak nmyTH yxona B cebs, Tyaa, rae «co3Hanue npeawectsyeT OpiTHION. DO HMeHHO B
NepBO3AaAHHOMN CBA3H Ye/IOBEKA ¢ BOJIHOM cTHXHEl COCYIIECTRBYIOT NOJOBOE H IYXOBHOE HAYana — H BOCMNO-
MHHaHHe cMeluHBaeTcs ¢ MeuToii. Ho Beab M Keanue — 4acTh YeJIOBEYECKOi NPHPO/Ibl. DTH XYI0KHHKH
obpalalTcs K TeMe ONacHOCTH, YTO caM ®OBEKT MOKET CTaTh MEYTOM.
H3ucu J#xoHC
Heto-Mopk
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SYLVIA MARTINS

By the Pool with Monkeys, 1990
0il on canvas

50" x 60"

Courtesy of the artist



